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BRIERLEY  HILL  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1964 


To  THE  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Urban  District  Council  of  Brierley  Hill. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I liave  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1964.  Once 
again  it  is  pleasing  to  report  that  the  general  health  of  all  sections  of  the  popula- 
tion has  been  maintained  at  a satisfactory  level. 

The  year  has  been  characterised  by  no  major  event  or  disaster,  but  has 
rather  been  one  of  quiet  progress  in  all  sections  of  the  Department.  It  is 
particularly  pleasing  to  note  the  gradual  disappearance  of  slum  dwellings  in 
the  district  and  their  replacement  by  premises  of  up-to-date  standards  and  of 
contemporary  appearance.  Attention  should  be  drawn  to  the  excellent  service 
that  we  have  had  in  the  District  from  the  Public  Cleansing  Department,  and  in 
particular  the  activities  concerning  refuse  collection  and  salvage.  This  Depart- 
ment has  from  time  to  time  been  beset  with  a number  of  difficulties  including 
weather  and  staffing  difficulties.  Their  service  however  has  remained  of  a very 
high  standard  and  the  general  hygiene  of  the  District  has  been  maintained 
at  a very  high  level. 

The  number  of  outbreaks  of  diarrhoeal  illnesses  showed  some  reduction  in 
1964  and  one  would  like  to  think  that  this  is  a reflection  of  an  increased  aware- 
ness of  the  principles  of  food  hygiene.  A large  amount  of  the  time  of  tlie 
Department  has  been  spent  in  enforcing  these  principles,  both  with  food 
handlers,  traders  and  members  of  the  public. 

I have  to  thank  the  Housing  Committee  and  Department  for  their  ready 
help  and  co-operation  in  dealing  with  applications  made  on  medical  grounds 
for  re-housing.  Some  of  these  ajiplieations  have  deserved  utmost  priority  in 
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rc-housing  aiul  it  has  been  very  pleasing  indeed  to  see  these  eases  eoinfortahly 
re-honsed  in  dwellings  which  at  least  help  to  mitigate  the  cll'eets  of  their  illness. 

I wish  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  IMcmbcrs  of  the  Council  and  the  Public 
Health  Committee  for  their  ready  understanding  and  eo-operation  throughout 
the  year  and  e.xtcnd  my  sincere  thanks  to  the  staff  of  the  Public  Health  Depart- 
ment for  their  continued  and  unfailing  assistance  and  work  in  the  department. 

I have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

PKTER  J.  C.  WALKER, 

Medical  Officer  of  Ilecdth 
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SECTION  A 

VITAL  STATISTICS 


Registrar-Gencrars  estimate  of  pojjulation  (mid  t9(U) 

59,510 

Area  (in  acres)  . . 

. . 

5,851 

Rateable  Value  . . 

• • . c 

» . . 

£2,645,020 

Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate  1964-65 

. . 

. 

£10,637 

Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics: 

T otal 

Males 

Females 

Live  Births:  Legitimate 

..  1156 

622 

534 

Illegitimate 

45 

21 

24 

1201 

643 

558 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population 

20 . 30 

Area  Comparability  Factor 

0.89 

Standardized  Birth  Rate 

18.06 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Still  Births:  Legitimate 

17 

10 

7 

Illegitimate 

■ — 

— 

— 

17 

10 

7 

Rate  per  1,000  (Live  and  Still  Births) 

13.96 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Deaths 

540 

317 

223 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population 

9.07 

Area  Comparability  Factor 

1.30 

Standardized  Death  Rate 

11.79 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age: 

All  Infants  per  1,000  Tiive  Births 

. . 

24 

19.99 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  Legitimate  Births 

24 

20.70 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  Illegitimate 

Births 

— 

— 
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Analysis  of  Vital  Statistics: 

Births 

The  Standardized  Birth  Rate  of  18.00  compares  witli  17.00  for  last  year. 


Deaths 

The  Standardized  Death  Rate  of  11.79  is  slightly  lower  than  that  of  1‘2.94 
for  1903.  The  Death  Rate  per  1,()00  home  population  in  England  and  Wales 
is  1 1 . 30. 

The  causes  of  death  as  per  the  Registrar-General’s  return  are  appended  in 
Table  I. 


TABLE  1 


Disease 

1964 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratorv  System 

1 

3 

4 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases 

1 

2 

3 

Malignant  Neoplasm — Stomach 

13 

9 

22 

Malignant  Neoplasm — Lung,  Bronchus  . . 

24 

4 

28 

Malignant  Neoplasm — Breast 

— 

8 

8 

Malignant  Neoplasm — Uterus 

— 

5 

5 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms 

29 

25 

54 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia 

1 

— 

1 

Diabetes 

1 

1 

2 

Vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system 

30 

28 

58 

Coronary  Disease — Angina  . . 

51 

30 

81 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease  . . 

3 

5 

8 

Other  Heart  Disease 

25 

29 

54 

Other  Circulatory  Disease  . . 

12 

8 

20 

Influenza 

— 

1 

1 

Pneumonia 

14 

10 

24 

Bronchitis 

50 

13 

63 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratorv  System 

7 

1 

8 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  . . 

2 

3 

5 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea . . 

1 

1 

2 

Nephritis  and  Ne])hrosis 

4 

1 

5 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

2 

— 

2 

Congenital  Malformations  . . 

3 

3 

6 

Other  defined  and  ill-delined  diseases 

26 

24 

50 

Motor  Vehicle  .\ccidents 

6 

2 

8 

All  other  accidents  . . 

7 

6 

13 

Suicide 

4 

1 

5 

All  causes 

317 

228 

540 

Population 


The  number  of  births  exceeded  the  number  of  deaths  bv  078. 


INFANT  MORTALITY  IN  FIRST  YEAR  OF  LIFE 
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TA1U>K  III 


Non- 

Bate  per 

Year 

No.  of 

Congenital 

Congenital 

Total 

1000  Live 

Live  Births 

Conditions 

Conditions 

Births 

1950 

769 

rf 

1 

12 

19 

24.71 

1951 

749 

9 

11 

20 

26 . 70 

1952 

762 

15 

9 

24 

31.51 

1953 

773 

9 

8 

17 

21.99 

1954 

744 

10 

8 

18 

24.19 

1955 

666 

11 

6 

17 

25 . 53 

1956 

710 

10 

5 

15 

21.13 

1957 

834 

4 

9 

13 

15.59 

1958 

881 

7 

16 

23 

26.10 

1959 

833 

4 

13 

17 

20.41 

1960 

917 

5 

10 

15 

16.36 

1961 

956 

5 

10 

15 

15.69 

1 962 

1065 

8 

9 

17 

15.96 

1963 

1125 

8 

13 

21 

18.67 

1964 

1201 

2 

22 

24 

19.99 

Maternal  Mortality 

No  maternal  deaths  were  recorded  during  the  year. 


SECTION  B 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Diphtheria 

No  case  of  Diphtheria  has  been  reported  during  the  year. 

Smallpox : 

No  outbreak  of  smallpox  has  been  recorded  during  the  year. 

.Appended  below  is  a table  showing  the  number  of  vaccinations  performed 
within  the  district  as  a percentage  of  live  births. 


TABLE  I 


Year 

Live  Births 

Vaccinations 

% of  Live  Births 

1954 

744 

117 

15.72 

1955 

666 

109 

16.36 

1956 

710 

165 

23 . 24 

1957 

834 

225 

26 . 98 

1958 

881 

345 

39.16 

1959 

833 

325 

39 . 02 

1960 

917 

418 

45 . 58 

1961 

956 

454 

47.49 

1962 

1065 

519 

48 . 73 

1963 

1125 

360 

32 . 00 

1964 

1201 

435 

36 . 22 

10 


Tuberculosis ; 

35  notifications  were  received  as  compared  with  18  for  the  previous  year: 
there  were  6 deaths. 

Appended  below  is  the  state  of  the  Tubereulosis  register  at  the  present 
moment,  together  with  a table  showing  age  and  sex  distribution  of  new  cases, 
deatlis  and  recovery,  from  Tubereulosis  during  1964. 


TABLE  II 

TUBERCULOSIS  REGISTER 


MA 

LES 

FE^ 

I A LES 

Total 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pidmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Number  of  Tuberculosis 
cases  on  Register  at 
the  1st  January,  1964 

268 

45 

235 

60 

608 

New  Notifications 

13 

— 

13 

1 

27 

Number  restored  to 
Register  having  been 
previously  removed 





1 



1 

Inward  Transfers 

3 

— 

3 

1 

7 

Cases  brought  to  notice 
otherwise  than  by  for- 
mal notification 

_ 



__ 



Number  removed  from 
Register  during  1964 

19 

— 

23 

— 

42 

Number  on  Register  at 
81st  December,  1964 

265 

45 

229 

62 

601 

AGE  AND  SEX  DISTRIBUTION  OF  NEW  CASES,  DEATHS,  and  RECOVERY,  of  TUBERCULOSIS  DURING  1964 


1 1 


Cases  removed  from 

Register  due  to  recovery 

Females 

Non- 

Pul- 

monary 

' 

' 

' 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Pul- 

monary 

1 

' 

C'l 

X 

01 

1 

1 

20 

Males 

Non- 

Pul- 

monary 

1 

1 

1 

1 

' 

' 

1 

1 

1 

Pul- 

monary 

1 

' 

1 

CC 

01 

01 

1 

16 

£ 

o ^ 

T3  O 

<U 

o ^ 

O 3 . 

Females 

Xon- 

Pul- 

monary 

' 

1 

i 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Pul- 

monary 

1 

1 

1 

' 

1 

' 

1 

1 

CO 

X 

E-o 

05 

4)  05 

Males 

Non- 

Pul- 

monary 

' 

1 

' 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

' 

Pul- 

monary 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

oi 

1 

X 

05 

0) 

CA 

C« 

u 

Females 

Non- 

Pul- 

monary 

1 

f-H 

rH 

1 

1 

1 

1 

01 

Pul- 

monary 

1 

C'l 

CO 

o 

CO 

01 

1 

Ol 

Males 

Non- 

Pul- 

monary 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

i 

1 

' 

1 

1 

Pul- 

monary 

1 

C'l 

- 

CO 

X 

r-< 

CO 

r-i 

U 

• 

a 

u 

CO 

lO 

. 

C'l 

CO 

t 

CO 

05 

c3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

j 

1 

> 

o 

o 

o 

NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  1964 
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Rate  per 

1,000  pop. 

1963 

14.01 

0.44 

0.02 

80  0 

010 

1 

0.07 

0.34 

ZOO 

Rate  per 

1 ,000  pop. 
1964 

4.25 

0.29 

eoo 

0.02 

80  0 

0.03 

0.05 

CO 

c 

0.03 

Total 

252 

CO 

- 

»0 

01 

CO 

X 

01 

Age 

un- 

known 

1 

1 

* 

1 

1 

1 

25 

and 

over 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

15-24 

1 

- 

1 

1 

pH 

1 

1 

10-14 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

5-9 

CO 

1 

1 

1 

- 

1 

4-5 

72 

1 

1 

1 

1 

01 

1 

CO 

27 

CO 

1 

1 

i 

1 

1 

i 

2-3 

45 

01 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

67 

01 

1 

1 

CO 

1 

1 

Under 

1 

00 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

pp 

1 

Disease 

Measles 

Scarlet  Fever 

Puerperal  Pyrexia . . 

Food  Poisoning 

Dysentery  . . 

Encephalitis 

Meningitis  . . 

Whooping  Cough  . 

Pneumonia  . . 

13 


Other  Infectious  Diseases 
Food  Poisoning 

It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  the  incidence  of  notified  food  poisoning  is  cpiite 

low. 
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SECTION  C 


GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA 

The  County  Council  through  its  Area  Medical  Officer  is  responsible  for  the 
administration  of  the  following  health  services: 

Health  Centres 

Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children 

Midwifery 

Health  Visiting 

Home  Nursing 

Prevention  of  illness,  care  and  after  care 
Domestic  Help 

Vaceination  and  Immunisation 
Ambulance  Service 
IMental  Health  Service 

Close  liaison  between  this  Department  and  the  Area  Health  Office  is 
maintained. 

Hospitals 

Administration  of  Hospitals  and  Specialist  Services  is  the  responsibility 
of  the  Birmingham  Regional  Hospital  Board. 

The  Hospitals  serving  the  district  are  as  follows: 

Wordsley  Hospital,  Brierley  Hill 
Guest  Hospital,  Dudley. 

Corbett  Hospital,  Amblecote. 

Other  Hospitals  within  easy  reach  are  those  of  Birmingham  and  Wolver- 
hampton. 

Cases  of  infectious  diseases  are  referred  to  Isolation  Hospitals,  e.g.,  iMoxley 
Hospital,  fVednesbury,  and  Hayley  Green  Hospital,  Halesowen. 

Maternity  and  Nursing  Homes 

There  are  no  Nursing  Homes  in  the  area.  IMaternity  cases  are  admitted  to 
Wordsley  Hospital,  and  to  the  Rosemary  Ednam  Maternity  Home  at  Dudley. 

Tuberculosis 

A Sanatorium  is  provided  at  Prestwood.  Cases  of  surgical  tuberculosis  are 
treated  at  Standon  Hall  and  The  Woodlands. 

Dispensaries  are  situated  at  Dudley  and  Wolverhampton. 

Post  Mortem  Room 

84  bodies  were  admitted  to  the  Post  Mortem  Room  during  the  year. 
The  causes  of  death  were  as  follows: 


Natural  causes 

. . 56 

Asphyxia 

6 

Suicide 

s 

Misadventure  . . 

4 

.Vccident 

2 

Cause  unknown  (out  of  area) 

. . 13 
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Laboratory  Facilities 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  continues  to  deal  with  the  patho- 
logical and  bacteriological  specimens  sent  from  this  area. 

The  chemical  analysis  of  samples  taken  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  is 
undertaken  by  the  County  Analyst,  who  acts  for  the  Urban  District. 
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SECTION  D 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  IN  THE  AREA 

Water  Supply 

'I'lie  Disti-ict  is  served  by  two  Companies.  The  Nortli  West  Woreestersliire 
Water  Hoard  supply  4, ()<)()  liouses  at  Wordsicy,  while  the  rest  of  the  area  is 
served  by  the  South  StafTordshire  Water  Hoard.  In  both  eases  the  supply 
comes  from  dee|)  wells  and  bore-holes  in  the  new  red  sandstone  to  depths 
varyinj^  from  200  feet  to  .'500  feet.  The  water  is  examined  regularlv  and  has 
continued  to  be  of  a high  standard  of  purity. 

The  following  arc  typical  analyses: 


North  West  Worcestershire  Water  Board 


liavti’rii)logk'al  Exanii nation : 

Coli  Aerogenes  Content  (prcsum]itive  eoli)  after 

48-hours  incubation  at  37  deg.  Cent.  . . Nil  jier  100  ml. 


('linn ical  K.vani i nation : 

Jill  Yalue 

Total  solid  matter  dried  at  212  deg.  F. 

Free  and  Saline  Ammonia  . . 

Albuminoid 

Nitric  Nitrogen 

Chlorine  present  as  Chloride 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4-hours  at  80  deg.  F. 

Appearance 

Metallic  Contamination 

Fluorine 


7.3 

Paris  per  mill  ion 
367 . 0 
Nil 
0 . 008 
13.3 
37.5 
0 . 083 

Clear  and  eolourless 
Nil 
0.00 


South  Staeeorushire 


W 


I’ER  Board 


liacteriological  Erami nation: 

Coli  Aerogenes  Content  (presumptive  eoli)  after 

48-hours  ineubation  at  37  deg.  Cient.  . . Nil  per  100  ml. 


Chnn  ical  Era  in  i nation : 

pll  Vhdue  

Total  solid  matter  dried  at  212  tleg.  F. 
Free  and  Saline  Ammonia  . . 

.Mbnminoid 

Nitrie  Nitrogen 

Chlorine  |)resent  as  Chloride 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4-hours  at  80-degs.  F. 

•Vppearanee 

IMetallie  Coutamination 


7.1 

Paris  per  million 
330 . 0 
Nil 
0.012 
1 8 . 2 
43.0 
0.10 

Clear  and  eolourless 
Nil 


Public  Cleansing 

'I'lu'  Chief  Pnblie  Health  Inspeetor  is  also  the  Cleansing  Su])erintendent 
and  details  of  the  work  carried  out  will  be  found  in  his  report. 
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SECTION  E 


HOUSING 

As  mentioned  in  my  previous  annual  report  aetive  eo-operation,  in  the 
housing  and  rehousing  of  individuals  in  the  Urban  District,  has  been  maintained 
between  the  Public  Health  Department  and  the  Housing  Welfare  Department. 
I am  obliged  to  the  Housing  Welfare  & Tenancies  Officer  for  her  statement  of 
the  situation  in  regard  to  the  “Medical  Priority  Grade  Rehousing  Scheme”  for 
the  period  January/December,  1964. 


Priority  Grades 

A 

B 

C 

D 

E 

Total  recommended 

39 

20 

12 



1 

Re-housed,  etc. 

22 

16 

16 

1 

2 

I am  further  obliged  to  the  Architect  and  Housing  Director  for  a review 
of  the  housing  position  for  the  year  ended  April  30th,  196.5. 

Houses  completed  during  the  year  . . . . . . . . . . 168 

Houses  and  Flats  under  Contract  but  not  completed,  with  a further 

76  Bungalows  awaiting  Ministry  approval  . . . . . . 358 

Temporary  Bungalows  are  still  being  demolished  and  will  be  replaced  by 
permanent  dwellings. 


1,120  houses  were  completed  in  1964  and  1,154  were  in  course  of  construc- 
tion at  the  end  of  the  year;  the  breakdown  of  these  figures  is: — 


Inc. 

1964 

Total 

1963 

Total 

over 

1963 

Council  houses  completed  . . 

168 

201 

Private  houses  completed  . . 

952 

1,120 

428 

629 

491 

Council  houses  under  construction 

358 

503 

Private  houses  under  construction 

796 

1,154 

658 

1,161 

— 

Total  Post-War  Council  houses  . . 

4,120 

3,952 

Total  Post-War  Private  houses  . . 

6,484 

10,604 

4,551 

8,503 

2,101 
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SECTION  F 


VETERINARY  REPORT— LIVE  AND  DEAD  MEAT  INSPECTION 

To  cope  with  the  iiispeetioii  on  one  of  the  offal  conveyors  the  appointment 
of  an  additional  inspector  was  authorised.  The  supply  of  inspectors  docs  not 
meet  the  demand  and  it  has  not  been  possible  to  date  to  make  the  appointment. 

Swine  Fever  was  not  found  in  any  of  the  j)igs  examined  during  the  year. 
The  Swine  Fever  Order  of  1964  is  achieving  its  objective  and  the  disease  is  being 
checked  though  the  financial  cost  has  been  greater  than  was  anticipated.  The 
Animal  Health  Division  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  & Food  has 
withdrawn  a vaccine  which  was  used  on  breeding  stock  to  prevent  the  develop- 
ment of  swine  fever.  From  experience  it  appears  that  carriers  of  the  virus  have 
been  infecting  younger  animals  and  that  tlie  use  of  the  vaccine  has  played  a 
part  in  the  development  of  the  carrier. 

There  was  an  increase  in  the  incidence  of  Anthrax  in  farm  animals.  This 
appears  to  have  followed  the  use  by  feeding-stuff  compounders  of  imported 
bone  meal  which  had  not  been  properly  sterilised.  Occasionally  cases  of 
Anthrax  in  animals  are  reported  in  the  press  and  are  inclined  to  give  the  im- 
pression that  Anthrax  is  rather  a rare  disease  in  British  livestock.  On  average 
about  300  eases  are  confirmed  annually  at  the  Animal  Health  Laboratories. 
From  the  1st — 15th  November,  64  cases  were  confirmed. 


The  number  of  animals  killed  during  1964  fell  by  5,294  on  the  total  for  1963. 


1963 

1964 

Difference 

Pig«  

213,371 

207,346 

— 6,025 

Cattle 

3,115 

2,842 

— 273 

Sheep 

12,355 

13,365 

4-  1,010 

Calves 

9 

3 

— 6 

During  1964,  6,755,020  pigs  were  killed  in  the  bacon  factories  in  Britain, 


No  disease  was  found  in 

the  3 calves  killed  during  1964.  The  diseased 

conditions  found  in  the  other 

species  and  their  relative  importance 

are  listed 

herewith. 

The  amount  of  meat  rejected  was  as  follows: — 

Tons 

Cwts.  Qrs. 

Lbs. 

Imi)orted  meat  . . 

— 

11  — 

5 

From  home  killed  pigs  . . 

. . 148 

6 2 

5 

From  home  killed  cattle 

5 

2 

16 

From  home  killed  calves 

— 

— — - 

— 

'rotal 

. . 153 

18  0 

26 

10 


From  the  Birmingham  factories  of  Messrs.  Marsh  & Baxter,  40  tons, 
14  cwts.  and  15  lbs.  of  condemned  meat  was  received  at  the  refining  plant. 

During  the  first  quarter  of  the  year  there  was  great  demand  for  meat  on 
the  Continent  and  large  quantities  of  pig  carcases  and  [larts  were  exported  to 
France.  Later,  this  trade  cased  considerably  when  the  French  (lovernment 
increased  the  import  duty  to  a high  level.  In  addition  products  were  e.xjiorted 
to: — 


Algiers 

Bahamas 

Bahrain 

Malta 


Bathurst 

Bermuda 

Germany 

Singapore 


(iibraltar 

Hongkong 

Italy 

Solomon  Islands 


14,681  sides  of  Pork 

17,884  legs  of  Pork 

28,727  cross-cut  Pork  Shoulders 

50  tons  back  fat 

50  bales  back  fat 

7,970  Pig  Heads 

3,187  Cases  Sausage 

71  bales  Pork 

211  Cases  Bacon 

423  Cases  Pies 

105  Cases  Black  Pudding 

13  York  Hams 

157  Bales  of  Gammons 

6 Single  Gammons 

33  Cases  Brawn 

165  Cases  Suet 

50  Cases  Pastry 


\ 


The  exports  included 


Certificates  were  sent  to  various  owners  on  the  results  of  examination  of 
1,913  pig  lungs. 


TABLE  I 
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REPORT  OF  THE 

CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
AND  CLEANSING  SUPERINTENDENT 


I have  pleasure  in  suhiuitting  niy  report  for  the  year  1964. 

There  were  ajiain  some  stafl'  ehauf^es  but  in  an  endeavour  to  strengthen 
the  position  arising  from  inereasing  population  and  the  imposition  of  new 
legislation  upon  loeal  authorities  by  the  Central  Government,  the  establishment 
was  increased  by  a Technical  Assistant  who  took  over  duties  under  the  Petroleum 
.\cts  and  assists  with  Smoke  Control  and  Improvement  Area  work.  An  Assistant 
Cleansing  Inspector  was  also  appointed.  These  appointments,  however,  were 
not  made  until  the  Autumn  and  as  the  post  of  Authorised  Meat  Inspector  was 
vacant  for  three  months,  no  substantial  increase  in  work  can  be  recorded. 
More  attention,  however,  was  given  to  food  premises,  a good  start  was  made 
in  inspections  under  the  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963,  and 
further  Smoke  Control  Orders  were  made. 

With  regard  to  housing,  I have  again  to  report  that  the  number  of  houses 
available  to  rehouse  occupants  of  unfit  houses  was  insufficient  to  satisfy 
demand,  and  as  a result  many  families  continued  to  live  in  houses  which  have 
been  condemned  for  several  years. 

I am  pleased  to  acknowledge  the  continued  co-operation  and  assistance  of 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  the  Chief  Officers  of  all  departments,  and  the 
loyal  service  of  my  Deputy,  Chief  Clerk  and  all  members  of  the  staff. 

I wish  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Com- 
mittee for  their  su])port  and  interest  throughout  the  year. 


General  Administration 

Recorded  complaints  totalled  578,  of  which  348  concerned  drain  stoppages 
dealt  with  by  the  employee  engaged  for  this  purpose. 


Summary  of  complaints — 

Drain  stoppages  . . . . . . . . 348 

General  defects  to  houses  . . . . . . 105 

Industrial  nuisances,  noise,  etc.  . . . . 12 

Accumulations  . . • . . . 34 

Olfensive  ealours  . . . . . . . . 34 

Overcrowding  . . . . . . . . 3 

Insect  infestation  . . . . . . 12 

Smoke  nuisances  . . . . . . . . 11 

INliseellaneous  . . . . . . . . . . 19 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936 


Summary  of  luspeetioiis 

I ns})ecli()iis 

Re- 

iii.spection.s 

Houses 

524 

300 

Hairdressers 

1 

— 

Other  Shops 

() 

— 

Rivers  Pollution 

12 

2 

Public  Conveniences 

15 

1 

Drainage  Inspection/Tests 

112 

14 

t'esspools 

3 

— 

House  and  Trade  Refuse  Collections  . . 

9 

— 

Cleansing 

401 

— 

Swimming  Pool  . . 

55 

— 

Piggeries  . . 

13 

— 

OlTensive  Trades 

*2 

— 

1*27  Informal  Notices  were  served  recpiiring  the  abatement 

of  nuisances. 

Non-compliance  with  these  resulted  in  the  service 

of  Statutory  Abatement 

Notices  as  follows: 

Section  89 

1 

Section  45 

7 

Section  93 

12 

The  following  is  a list  of  repairs  affected  in  dwelling  houses: 

— 

Roofs  repaired  . . 

11 

External  brickwork  re})aircd  . . 

3 

Rainwater  ]iipes  or  gutters  repaired  or  renewed 

3 

Plasterwork  re})aired  or  renewed 

11 

Doors  repaired  or  renewed 

2 

Windows  repaired  or  renewed.  . 

. . 7 

Floors  repaired  or  renewed 

. . 5 

Stairs  repaired  . . 

2 

Wash  boilers  provided  . . 

2 

Water  closets  repaired,  etc. 

21 

Obstructed  drains  cleared 

40 

Drains  repaired  or  reconstructed 

21 

Miscellaneous 

18 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1961 


Section  26 

4 Statutory  notices  were  serv^ecl  reijuiring  the  remedying  of  defeetive 
state  of  the  jiremises— These  were  effected. 
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Domestic  Smoke  CLEAN  AIR  ACT,  1956 

A total  of  3,51!)  visits  was  made  to  premises  in  Smoke  Control  Areas  and 
eiKjuiries  disclosed  no  shortage  of  open  fire  smokeless  fuel. 

Legal  proeeeilings  were  taken  against  an  occupier  of  a house  in  a smokeless 
zone  for  emitting  smoke  after  a second  warning.  He  was  conditionally  dis- 
charged for  G months  with  costs  of  £5  9s.  Od. 

The  Council  maintained  its  determination  to  clean  up  the  air  of  Brierley 
Hill,  and  matlc  a further  ten  Smoke  Control  Orders  to  come  into  operation  in 
1965.  The  objections  lodged  against  No.  15  Area  were  dealt  with  at  a Public 
Inquiry  (the  first  held  at  Brierley  Hill)  and  it  appeared  that,  having  heard  the 
case  for  Smoke  Control  and  listened  to  the  comments  of  the  Inspector,  the 
objectors  became  satisfied  that  smoke  control  might  be  a good  thing  after  all. 
The  Order  was  confirmed  and  it  is  not  unusual  now  to  receive  enquiries  from 
householders  for  information  as  to  when  their  houses  will  be  included  in  an  area. 

The  following  is  a complete  list  of  Smoke  Control  Orders  made  since  the 


Act 

came  into  force: — 

No.  of 

Date  of 

No. 

Description 

houses 

Acreage 

C'ommenceme^it 

1 

Council  Estate  . . 

124 

13.5 

1-  1-60 

•2 

Council  Estate  . . 

74 

6.1 

1-  1-60 

3 

Council  Estate  . . 

96 

10.1 

1-  1-60 

4 

Private  Development  . . 

204 

36.5 

1-  1-60 

5 

Council  Estate  . . 

207 

34.1 

1-  1-60 

6 

Council  Estate  . . 

80 

13.4 

1-  1-60 

7 

Council  Estate  . . 

178 

33.4 

1-  1-60 

8 

Private  Development  . . 

374 

52.0 

1-10-61 

9 

Private  Development  . . 

550 

103.0 

1-10-61 

10 

Council  Estate  . . 

348 

123.0 

1-  9-61 

11 

Mixed  Council  and  Private 
Development 

388 

84.0 

1-10-61 

12 

Private  Development  . . 

488 

136.9 

1-  9-63 

13 

Private  Development  . . 

1241 

273.0 

1-  9-63 

14 

Private  Development  . . 

1210 

121.7 

1-  9-63 

15 

Private  Development  . . 

944 

210.7 

1-10-64 

16 

Private  Development  . . 

778 

79.6 

1-  7-65 

17 

INIixed  Council  and  Private 
Development 

479 

87.8 

1-  7-65 

18 

Private  Development  . . 

81 

7.5 

1-  7-65 

19 

Private  Development  . . 

450 

30.6 

1-  7-65 

20 

Mixed  Council  and  Private 
Development 

189 

17.8 

1-11-65 

21 

Private  Development  . . 

172 

18.2 

1-11-65 

22 

Private  Development  . . 

558 

192.7 

1-11-65 

23 

Mixed  Council  and  Private 
Development 

598 

75.7 

1-11-65 

24 

Mixed  Council  and  Private 
Development 

157 

18.04 

1-11-65 

25 

Mi.xed  Council  and  Private 
Development 

673 

86.4 

1-11-65 

Total 

10641 

1865.74 

Industrial  Smoke 

364  Visits  and  Observations  were  made: 

The  Dark  Smoke  (Permitted  Periods)  Regulations,  1958  apply  to  boiler 
and  furnaee  ehinmeys  and  all  industrialists  operating  such  plant  must  be 
aware  of  this.  Two  hrms,  however,  eontravened  the  Regulations  and  were 
fined  £10  Os.  Od.  eaeh  with  5-guineas  eosts.  Both  firms  had  previously  been 
warned. 

There  are  still  some  foundries  whieh  do  not  comply  with  Section  5 of  the 
Act,  in  that  they  operate  cupolas  without  suitable  grit  arresters.  The  time 
must  come,  however,  when,  notwithstanding,  the  effect  on  long  term  planning 
ajid  re-organisation  whieh  retard  the  placing  of  orders,  all  cupolas  new  or  old 
must  be  made  to  comply. 

Processes  registered  under  the  Alkali  Act  are  still  a problem.  With  the 
closing  of  the  Ketley  Brickworks,  however,  the  dense  black  smoke  arising  from 
the  making  of  blue  bricks  has  ceased  and  the  cleared  site  has  been  included  in  a 
Smoke  t'ontrol  Order  which  will  control  the  proposed  new  housing  develop- 
ment. Other  brickworks  are  gradually  changing  over  to  oil  firing.  The  electro- 
static filters  designed  to  collect  the  red  iron  oxide  fumes  from  the  are  furnaces 
at  the  Round  Oak  Steelworks  came  into  operation  and  although  not  fully 
proved  will  clearly  effect  a great  improvement  in  atmospheric  conditions 
around  the  works.  Work  is  well  in  hand  with  the  design  of  an  after  burner  to 
deal  with  the  nuisance  caused  by  the  sooting  out  of  the  open  hearth  furnaces, 
and  one  prototyjje  burning  chamber  was  brought  into  use  for  trial  purposes. 

I w'ould  like  to  put  on  record  my  appreciation  of  the  courtesy  of  the  local 
Alkali  Inspector  in  keeping  me  fully  informed  about  progress  made  in  con- 
trolling the  registered  processes. 

TABI.E  I 

CONCENTRATION  OF  SMOKE  AND  SULPHUR  DIOXIDE 
BY  VOLUMETRIC  APPARATUS 


All  Readings  in  Microgrammes  per  cubic  metre. 


SMOKE 

SULPHUR 

DIOXIDE 

Monthly  Average 

Highest  Daily 

Monthly  Average 

Highest  Daily 

1964 

Value 

4verag 

e 

Value 

Iverag 

e 

A 

B 

C 

A 

B 

c 

A 

B 

C 

A 

B 

C 

January  . . 

258 

320 

140 

986 

973 

492 

234 

192 

124 

647 

580 

396 

February  . . 

183 

211 

100 

465 

468 

211 

202 

187 

113 

336 

507 

304 

March 

178 

— 

91 

293 

343 

178 

273 

— 

191 

4-84 

446 

474 

April 

70 



24 

222 

— 

76 

138 

— 

72 

348 

— 

279 

May 

62 

— 

23 

125 

— 

64 

173 

— 

48 

387 



210 

June 

45 

— 

23 

130 

— 

72 

119 

— 

44 

312 

— 

123 

July 

36 

— 

14 

97 

— 

62 

104 

— 

36 

250 

— 

125 

August 

43 

_ 

16 

174 

138 

69 

94 

— 

32 

387 

150 

105 

September 

55 

41 

24 

215 

184 

123 

106 

54 

56 

312 

168 

187 

October  . . 

183 

227 

97 

647 

703 

432 

187 

143 

113 

380 

456 

320 

November 

155 

202 

81 

319 

670 

289 

254 

253 

135 

629 

967 

340 

December 

262 

291 

135 

905 

1250 

446 

275 

301 

174 

701 

1058 

482 

Yearly  Average  . . 

127 

215 

64 

— 

— 

— 

180 

188 

95 

— 

— 

— 

A — Civic  Buildings,  Brierley  Hill.  B — Portway  School,  Kingswinford. 

C — Ridge  Road,  Kingswinford. 
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TABLE  II 

LEAD  PEROXIDE  SO2  RECORDERS 


Results  as  Mg.  of  S03/Day  collected  by  100  S(].  cm. 


19G4 

STATW 

N NUMBER 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

January.  . 

‘2.85 

2 . 06 

2 . 63 

2.39 

2.28 

3.59 

Februarv 

‘2.44 

1.52 

2.18 

1.58 

1.49 

2.98 

March 

2.95 

2 . 25 

1.90 

2.11 

2.21 

3.90 

April 

2 23 

1.44 

1 .87 

1.33 

0.97 

1 .54 

May 

1.25 

1.30 

0 . 92 

Damaged 

0.74 

1.73 

June 

1.26 

1.04 

1.18 

0.86 

0.69 

1.42 

.Tulv 

0.71 

0.76 

0.58 

0.65 

0 . 33 

0.91 

August  . . 

1 .07 

0.71 

0.78 

0.70 

0.41 

1 . 03 

Se23tember 

1 . 11 

1.22 

0.89 

0 . 92 

0.56 

1.25 

October  . . 

1 .83 

1.00 

1.25 

1 .43 

0.72 

2.11 

November 

2 . 39 

1.98 

1.97 

1.85 

1.65 

2.97 

December 

3.90 

2.41 

2 . 90 

1.91 

2.14 

2.47 

Yearly  Average: 

1964  . . 

2.00 

1.47 

1 . 59 

1.43 

1.18 

2.17 

1963.. 

1.84 

1.54 

1.71 

1.66 

1.47 

2.40 

Water  Supplies 


Samples  of  the  water  supply  from  the  public  mains  were  submitted  for 


analysis  as  follows: 

Chemical 

Bacteriological 

The  South  Staffordshire  Waterworks 
Company 

4 

4 

North  West  M'oreestershire  Water  Board 

3 

3 

Wordsley  Hospital 

3 

6 

Swimming  Pool 

79  samples  of  pool  water  were  submitted  for  examination  and  all  pro\'ed 
satisfactory. 

Infectious  Disease  Prevention 

S7.5  visits  and  6 revisits  were  made  for  enquiries  in  conncetioii  with  eases 
of  infectious  disease,  the  opportuuity  being  taken  to  report  on  the  housing 
conditions  of  the  families  concerned.  Nine  houses  were  disinfected. 

Verminous  Premises 

194  houses  were  sprayed  for  the  elimination  of  fleas,  earwigs,  cockroaches, 
ants,  etc. 
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The  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  1960 

Licences  were  operative  for  earavans  on  the  following  sites; — 

Number  of 


Site  Caravans 

Kingfisher  Caravan  Site,  Wallheath  . . . . . . . . 150 

9,  Caledonia  Road,  Quarry  Bank  . . . . 1 

Land  Ainbleeote  Road,  Quarry  Bank  . . . . 3 

“Woodlands,”  Cot  Lane,  Wordsley  . . . . . . . . 1 

8,  Turk  Street,  Brierley  Hill  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Level  Street  Brierley  Hill — Sites  “A”  and  “B”  . . . . 2 

Rear  T2,  Delph  Lane,  Brierley  Hill  . . . . . . . . 1 

Land  Astons  Fold,  Ravensitch,  Quarry  Bank  . . 1 

Rear  “Ramsey  House,”  Penzer  Street,  Kingswinford  . . 1 

18,  Delph  Lane,  Brierley  Hill  . . . . . . . . 1 

Land  The  Mill,  Turners  Lane,  Brierley  Hill . . . . . . 1 


179  visits  and  11  revisits  were  made  to  licensed  sites. 

Legal  Proceedings 

A continued  offence  of  using  an  unlicensed  site  resulted  in  a further  fine 
of  £2  Os.  Od.  with  £5  5s.  Od.  costs. 

Visits  made  to  unlicensed  sites  totalled  59  and  16  revisits;  27  vans  were 
moved  on  request. 

HOUSING 


Summary  of  Inspections 

Re- 

Inspections  insj)ecli  o ns 

Demolition  Section  17  . . 

150 

144 

Clearance  Areas  . . 

141 

271 

Other  A'isits 

126 

8 

Improvement  Grants 

185 

418 

Rent  Act,  1957  

— 

1 

Houses  in  IMultiple  Occupation  . 

3 

9 

Overcrow'ding 

1 

— 

Council  Houses  . . 

26 

1 

The  making  of  Clearance  Areas 

was  continued  and  101 

houses  were  re- 

presentetl  in  this  way.  Orders  were 

also  made  on  85  individual  unfit  houses. 

The  details  appear  in  the  lists  which  follow. 

Section  17 — Demolition  Orders 

Brierley  Hill 

99,  Level  Street,  (Engine  Lane)  Brierley  Hill 
87,  89,  91,  93,  95,  97,  Moor  Street,  Brierley  Hill. 
2,  Buckpool,  Brierley  Hill. 

17,  19,  Bell  Street,  Brierley  Hill. 

2,  Level  Street,  Brierley  Hill. 

14,  Turk  Street,  Brierley  Hill. 
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Kingswinford 

4iS,  4!),  .'50,  .'51.  Mount  Pleasant,  Kingswinford. 

4,  New  Street,  Kingswinford. 

30,  31,  The  Oak,  Kingswinford. 

8,  Mount  Pleasant,  Kingswinford. 

15.  Oak  Lane,  Kingswinford. 

WORDSLEV 

16,  18,  20,  22,  24,  26,  28,  30,  32,  34,  Brierley  Hill  Road,  VVordsley. 
30,  Belle  Vue,  Wordsley. 

3,  4,  New  Street,  Wordsley. 

Quarry  Bank 

34,  35,  36,  Stour  Hill,  Quarry  Bank. 

27,  Stour  Hill,  Quarry  Bank. 

26,  Stour  Hill,  Quarry  Bank. 

89,  91,  Bower  Lane,  Quarry  Bank. 

3,  4,  Deeley  Street,  Quarry  Bank. 

40a,  44,  45,  47,  48,  New  Street,  Quarry  Bank. 

81,  82,  New  Street,  Quarry  Bank. 

70,  72,  73,  74,  New  Street,  Quarry  Bank. 

67,  New  Street,  Quarry  Bank. 

58,  59,  Birch  Coppice,  Quarry  Bank. 

80,  81,  82,  High  Street,  Quarry  Bank. 

Pensnett 

5,  6,  7,  Bradley  Street,  Pensnett. 

67,  68,  Tansey  Green  Road,  Pensnett. 

6,  7,  Victoria  Street,  Pensnett. 

83,  85,  87,  Chapel  Street,  Pensnett. 

57,  59,  Chaiiel  Street,  Pensnett. 

1 , 2,  3,  4,  Bromley,  Pensnett. 

Brockmoor 

37,  38,  Campbell  Street,  Brockmoor. 

61,  Station  Road,  Brockmoor. 


Closing  Orders  made  in  lieu  of  Demolition  Orders 

17,  19,  Moor  Street,  Brierley  Hill. 

51,  New  Street,  Quarry  Bank. 

11,  15,  Merry  Hill,  Quarry  Bank. 

171,  High  Street,  Quarry  Bank. 


81 


Section  42  (Clearance  Areas) 
Aren  No. 


90 

190—198 

(Eyens) 

91 

201  —209 

(Inclusiye)  . 

92 

1,  2,  3 . 

. . 

93 

7—13 

(Inclusive)  . 

94. 

16—19 

(Inclusive)  . 

96 

3—25 

(Odds) 

97 

91—95 

(Inclusive)  . 

98—99  . 

98 

102—105 

(Inclusive)  . 

99 

2—6 

(Inclusive)  . 

11—13 

(Inclusive)  . 

15.  15a  . 

16—19 

(Inclusive)  . 

21—23 

(Inclusive)  . 

100 

44—50 

(Evens) 

54,  56 

3,  5 

. . . 

11—15 

(Odds) 

101 

27,  28,  29 

102 

17,  18,  19, 

21  . . 

30—38 

(Inclusive)  . 

103 

44a,  45.  45a.  46.  47,  48 

Thorns  Hoad,  Quarry  Hank. 
High  Street.  Quarry  Hank. 
\hetoria  Road.  Quarry  Hank. 
Vietoria  Hoad,  Quarry  Hank. 
^'ietoria  Hoad,  Quarry  Hank. 
.\nibleeote  Hoad,  Hrierley  Hill. 

New  Street,  Quarry  Hank. 

New  Street.  Quarry  Hank. 

New  Street,  Quarry  liank. 

Chapel  Street,  Quarry  Bank. 
Chapel  Street,  Quarry  Bank. 
Chapel  Street,  Quarry  Bank. 
Chapel  Street,  Quarry  Hank. 
Chapel  Street,  Quarry  Bank. 

Delph  Road,  Hrierley  Hill. 
Delph  Road,  Hrierley  Hill. 
Blackhorse  Lane,  Hrierley  Hill. 
Blaekhorse  Lane,  Hrierley  Hill. 

East  Street,  Quarry  Rank. 

Wordsley  Green,  Wordsley. 
VVordsley  Green,  Wordsley. 

Wordsley  Green.  Wordsley. 
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Improvement  Grants 

The  Housing  Act,  l!)r)4  came  into  force  during  the  year  giving  powers  to 
declare  Improvement  Areas  within  wliieh,  sul)ieet  to  certain  conditions,  the 
improvement  of  tenanted  houses  becomes  compulsory.  The  appointment  of 
additional  staff  to  assist  with  this  work  is  very  welcome  and  should  mean 
better  progress  in  19(5.5. 

The  Act  also  gives  tenants  the  right  to  ask  the  t'ouncil  to  compel  his 
landlord  to  improve  his  house  provided  that  the  house  is  suitable  for  imju-ove- 
ment. 

No  tenant  has  yet  availed  himself  of  this  power. 

The  payments  permitted  under  the  Standard  Grant  jH’oeednre  were  also 
increased  for  eases  where  new  buildings  are  necessary  to  house  the  bathroom 
fittings. 

In  view  of  the  failui’e  to  carry  out  .systematic  reconditioning  or  improve- 
ment of  houses  during  the  last  twenty  years  I think  the  new  powers  (slow  as 
they  will  be  in  operation)  must  be  used  to  the  full  (in  conjunction  with  the 
powers  to  deal  with  unfit  houses)  to  modernise  old  residential  areas  weeding 
out  the  unfit  and  modernising  the  sound  houses.  This  must  be  a positive  policy 
for  the  improvement  of  the  environment  of  the  families  living  in  such  areas. 


1964— IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 


Applications 

Approved 

Grants  Paid 

Housing  Act,  1949 

Improvement  Grants 

28 

,£7,525  7 6 

House  Purchase  & Housing  Act,  1959 
Standard  Improvement  Grants  . . 

23 

£2,689  17  11 

Total  . . 

51 

£10,215  5 5 

RENT  ACT,  1957 

No  applications  were  received  for  t'ertifieatcs  of  Disrepair. 

FIRST  SCHEDULE 
Year  ended  31st  Decendjcr,  1964 

PART  I— APPLICATIONS  FOR  CERTIFICATES  OF  DISREPAIR 


(1)  Number  of  ap])lieations  for  certificates  ..  ..  ..  ..  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  decisions  not  to  issue  certificates  . . . . . . Nil 

(3)  Number  of  decisions  to  issue  certificates: 

(a)  in  respect  of  some  but  not  all  defects  . . . . . . Nil 

(b)  in  respect  of  all  defects  . . . . . . . . . . Nil 


Nil 


(4)  Nuiiihcr  of  uiulcrtakings  given  by  Landlords  under  Paragraph  V 

of  the  First  Sehedule  . . 

(5)  Number  of  undertakings  refused  by  Loeal  Authority  under 

proviso  to  paragraph  V of  the  First  Seliedule  . . . . Nil 

(6)  Number  of  eertifieates  issued  . . . . . . . . . . Nil 


PART  II— APPLICATIONS  FOR  CANCELLATION  OF  CERTIFICATES 
(7)  Applieations  by  Landlords  to  Loeal  Authority  for  eaneellation 


of  eertifieates  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

(8)  Objeetions  by  tenants  to  cancellation  of  certificates  . . . . 1 

(9)  Decisions  by  Local  Authority  to  cancel  in  spite  of  tenants’ 

objection  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Nil 

(10)  Certificates  cancelled  by  Local  Authority  . . . . . . Nil 

Overcrowding 


At  the  end  of  1964  there  were  5 known  cases  of  statutory  overcrowding, 


as  set  out  in  the  following  table: 

Council 

Houses 

Private 

Houses 

Total 

At  31st  December,  1963 

2 

2 

4 

New  cases 

1 

- 

1 

3 

2 

5 

Cases  abated  .... 

.... 

- 

- 

Total  cases  at  31st  December,  1964 

3 

2 

5 

Houses  in  Multiple  Occupation 

Observations  were  kept  on  the  six  houses  known  to  be  multi-occupied — 
notices  already  having  been  served  late  in  1963. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955 
Composition  and  Labelling  of  Food  and  Drugs. 

151  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst,  all  were  genuine 


except  7 which  were  reported  as  follows 
Sample  No. 

312C — ^Saxin.  Each  tablet  contains  Informal 
0.28  grains  of  Saccharin  whereas 
the  Food  Standards  (Saccharin 
Tablets)  Order  allows  not  more 
tlian  0.22  grains. 

3130 — Sago  Pudding.  Contained  a Informal, 

jjcllet  of  foreign  matter  consisting 
wholly  of  vegetable  matter  possibly 
from  the  Sago  Palm  from  which 
Sago  is  prepared. 


Action  taken 

The  iManufacturer  was  unable  to  account 
for  this  result  as  the  batch  number  was  not 
available. 

No  further  action  was  considered  necessarj'. 
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Sample  No. 

3210 — Chicken  Caj)ri.  Contains  Int'orinal. 

only  18.7%  of  meat  whereas  no 

product  sold  as  a meat  product 

should  contain  less  than  35.0°o  of 

meat. 


Action  taken 

The  Manufacturers  of  this  product  state 
that  they  are  waiting  for  legal  standards 
for  articles  of  this  type  to  he  issued  by  the 
Ministry  before  amending  their  recipe. 


3230 — Cereal  Mixture.  Should  be 
described  as  “Pulse  and  Cereal 
Mixture”  and  ingredients  sbould 
be  listed  as  follows:  “Pearl  Barley, 
Split  Peas,  Haricot  Beans,  Lentils.” 

3237 — Stewed  Steak  with  Gravy. 
12,8%  deficient  of  its  proper  pro- 
portion of  meat,  containing  05 . 4"^ 
instead  of  75.()°o- 

3245 — Casserole  Steak.  Should  be 
sold  as  “Casserole  Steak  in  Gravy” 
and  as  such  should  contain  75.0% 
of  meat  instead  of  the  63.2% 
present. 

3261 — Christmas  Pudding.  Con- 
tains fat  which  is  not  included  in 
the  list  of  ingredients. 


Informal.  The  Manufacturer  has  suggested  that  the 
product  be  re-labelled  “Soup  Mixture,,’ 
and  he  is  being  recommended  to  do  this. 


Formal.  The  Manufacturer  states  that  as  and  from 
April,  1964,  the  meat  content  has  been 
increased  to  75%. 

Informal.  The  Importers  have  undertaken  not  to 
place  further  orders  for  this  product  unless 
the  Manufacturers  guarantee  the  sugge.sted 
meat  content. 

Informal.  The  omission  was  due  to  a printer’s  error 
which  will  be  corrected. 


The  full  list  of  articles  analysed  is: 


Almonds  (Ground) 
Almond  ^Marzipan 
Apricots 
Apples  (Various) 

Aspirin  Tablets 
Baby  Food 
Batter  Mix 
Beef  Dripping 
Bisto 

Blackcurrant  Conserve 
Blackcurrant  Vitamin 
Health  Drink 
Boracic  Acid  Powder 
Butter  Cookies 
Butter  (Danish) 

Butter  (Peanut) 

Butter 

Cake  Flour  Mixture 
Casserole  Steak 
Castor  Oil 
Cereal  Mixture 
Cherry  Linctus 
Chicken  Capri 
Chicken  Croquettes 
Christmas  Pudding 
Coffee  & Chicory  Essence 
Cough  Treatment 
Crab  Fish  Paste 
Currants 

Devon  Cheese  with  Beer 
Doughnuts  (Fresh  Cream) 
Drinks  (Alcoholic) — 
Brandy 
Gin 
Rum 


Drinks  (Alcoholic)  — 
Whisky 
Vodka 

Dried  Fruit  Mixture 
Dried  Fruit 
Essence  of  Rennet 
Flour  (Self-raising) 

Full  Cream  Evaporated  Milk 

Gees  Linctus 

Gelatine 

Glyeerine  and  Honey 
Ground  Ginger 
Hamburgers  with  Gravy 
Ice  Cream 
Indian  Brandee 
Instant  Coffee 
Jam 

Jiffy  Jelly 
K.L.N.  Suspension 
Lard 
Lentils 

Lemon  Pie  Filling 
Lemon  Curd 
Margarine 

Margarine  with  10°'o  Butter 

Meat  Paste 

Milk  (Pasteurised) 

,,  (T.T.  Pasteurised) 

,,  (Channel  Island) 

,,  (Homogenised) 

,,  (Sterilised) 

Mincemeat 

Minced  Beef  with  Onions 
and  Gravy 
Neuralgie  Mixture 


Non-alcoholic  Port  Flavour 
Beverage 
Olive  Oil 
Orange  Squash 
Ovaltine 
Parsley  Sauee 
Pepper 
Picalilli 
Plums 

Pork  Dripping 
Pork  Luncheon  Meat 
(Danish) 

Pork  Pie 
Q.C.O.  for  colds 
Saxin 

Sandwich  Spread 
Sage  & Onion  Stulling 
Sago  Pudding 
Sausage  (Pork) 

,,  (Beef) 

,,  (Pork  with  Preser- 
vative) 

Sponge  Pudding 
Steak  & Kidney  Pie 
Steak  & Kidney  Pudding 
Stewed  Steak  with  Gravy 
Tapioca 
Tea 

Tea  Cake  Mix 
Tomatoes  (Peeled) 

Tomato  Pi(|uant 
Tomato  .Juice 
Tuna 

Vinegar  (Malt) 
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SLAUGHTERHOUSES  ACT,  1958 

8 slaughterhouses  were  licensed  and  regularly  inspected  to  ensure  com- 
pliance with  Regulations.  The  carcases  and  offals  of  all  animals  slaughtered 
were  inspected  before  release  for  human  consumption.  The  number  of  visits 
increased  by  one  quarter. 

Visits  made  to  slaughterhouses  . . . . . . . . . . 2,388 

Number  of  licensed  slaughtermen  . . . . . . . . 61 

TABLE  IV 


Cattle 

iricluding 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

Number  Inspected 

4,526 

4,526 

59 

59 

20,061 

20,061 

19,390 

19,390 

All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis  and  Cysticerci 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

1 

1 

18 

9 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  . . 

625 

— 

1,080 

2,180 

Percentage  of  number  inspected  affected 
with  disease  other  than  Tuberculosis 
and  Cysticerci 

13.83 

1.69 

5.47 

11.29 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

8 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 
condemned 

1 

— • 

— 

633 

Percentage  of  number  inspected  affected 
with  Tubercidosis 

0.02 

— 

— 

3.31 

Cysticerci 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 
condemned 

3 







Carcases  submitted  to  treatment  by 
refrigeration 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Generalised  and  Totally  condemned  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  weight  of  meat  condemned  11  tons,  16  ewts. 


Other  Food  condemned 


Apricots  (Tins)  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  11 

Bacon  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . iCwt. 

Beef,  Corned  (Tins)  . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 

Baked  Beans  (Tins)  . . . . . . . . . . . . 18 

Celery  Hearts  (Tins)  . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 
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Fruit  .Juices  ('Fins) 

. . .’) 

Fruit  Salad  (Tins)  . . 

s 

Fish  (Wet)  . . 

. . to  j lbs. 

(Irapefruit  (Tins)  . . 

. . ;> 

Ilaiu  ('Pins) 

17 

Fanil) 

.)!  lbs. 

Fuueheou  Meat  ('Pins) 

2 

Milk  ('Pins) 

1 

Milk  Powder  

. . .‘M  lbs. 

Oranges  (Tins) 

2o 

Oranges 

21  lbs. 

Peas  (Tins) . . 

17 

Plums  (Tins) 

4 

Peas . . 

•20  lbs. 

Pilchards  (Tins) 

2 

Peaches  ('Pins) 

-11 

Pears  (Tins) 

17 

Pineapple  (Tins)  . . 

131 

Puddings  (Tins) 

1 

Haspberries  ('Pins).  . 

2 

Sardines  ('Pins) 

0 

Sago  (Tins) . . 

1 

.Strawberries  ('Pins) 

1 

.Stewed  Steak  (Tins) 

s 

Soups  ('Pins) 

16 

Soft  Herring  Roes  ('Pins)  . . 

1 

.Salmon  (Tins) 

2 

'Pomatoes  (Tins) 

;36() 

'Pongue  (Tins) 

. . .) 

In  :J  eases  failure  of  cold  store  refrigerators  resulted  in  the 
goods  being  condemned: 

following  frozen 

1 . Reef.  Lamb,  Pork 

61  lbs. 

Sprouts.  Green  Reans.  Peas.  etc. 

laO  Packets 

2.  C'od  fillets.  Kijipers.  Plaice.  Fillets,  etc. 

• • • • 

267  Cartons 

Pastry  . . 

22  Cartons 

.Steaklets,  Olfal.  Pork.  Ham 

100  lbs. 

Several  instauees  of  forci<j[n  Iioclies  in  food  were  in\'estii>ate(l.  In  all  eases 
it  appeared  that  the  manufaetiirers  had  taken  all  possible  ste])s  to  prevent 
such  incidents,  and  would  continue  to  do  so. 
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Food  Hygiene 

The  following  table  shows  the  iiiiiiiber  of  food  premises  and  visits  made. 


Prem  ises 

No.  in 
Register 

Number  of 

I nspections  Reinspections 

Markets  and  Cicneral  Food 
Premises 

360 

753 

86 

Food  Prejiaring  Premises 
Sausage,  etc. 

Canteens  and  Cafes 

19] 

58  ) 

102 

2 

Fish  Friers 

23 

21 

1 

Bakehouses 

3 

6 

— 

Ice  Cream  Manufacturers 

5 

13 

2 

Licensed  Premises 

171 

183 

115 

Food  Vehicles 

. . No  Record 

48 

1 

224  letters  were  sent  to  food  traders  drawing  attention  to  failure  to  eom^Dly 
with  the  Hygiene  Regulations.  These  resulted  in  the  following  items  being 


attended  to: — 

Sanitary  Aeeommodation  cleaned  and  improved  . . . . . . 23 

Rooms  cleaned  or  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . . . 69 

Storage  Aeeommodation  improved  . . . . . . . . . . 11 

Hot  water  and  cold  water  provided  . . . . . . . . . . 15 

Wash-basins  and  sinks  provided  . . . . . . . . . . 14 

First-aid  kits  providefl  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 

Notices  exhibited  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 

Miscellaneous  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11 


Legal  Proceedings 

Legal  Proceedings  were  taken  in  four  cases: — 


Name 

Frank  Oliver. 
(Butcher  and 
General  Grocery). 

Marsh  & Baxter. 
(Butcher’s  Shop). 

^Valter  .1.  Ackers. 

(Sell-Service 

Grocery). 

.loseph  Lainpitt 
(Grocery  Shop). 


Reason 

Dirty  hkpiipment. 
Facilities  not 
available. 

Smokinif  in  shoj). 

Mouldy  Fie. 

Mouldy  Chocolate 
Covered  Boll. 

Box  ol'  Mouldy 
Cakes. 


Result  of  Proceedings 

Fined  £25  Os.  Od.  and 
£5  5s.  Od.  costs. 


Fined  £25  Os.  Od.  and 
£5  5s.  Od.  costs. 

Fined  £10  Os.  Od.  and 
£5  5s.  Od.  costs. 

Conditional  discharge 
£5  9s.  Od.  costs. 


Food  Hvgiene  Reg., 
1900. 


Food  & Drugs  Act, 
1955.  Scetioii  8. 

Food  & Drugs  .Act, 
1955.  Section  8. 

Food  & Drugs  .Act, 
1955.  Section  8. 
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Ice  Cream 


64  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Meth\'lene  Illue  Test.  4 results  were 
uusatisfaetory. 


Type 
of  M ix 

No.  of 
Samples 
Submitted 

GRADES 

1 

2 1 3 

4 

Produced  within 
the 

Ih’han  District 

Heat  Treated 

21 

18 

2 

— 

1 

Complete  Cold 

5 

O 

— 

— 

— 

Produced  outside 

Heat  Treated 

38 

32 

3 

2 

1 

TOTAL 

64 

55 

5 

2 

2 

Section  16 


There  are  249  premises  on  the  register; 

Ice-Cream  Factories  . . . . . . . . . . 5 

Ice-Cream  Shops  . . . . . . . . . . 202 

Sausage,  etc.,  factories  . . . . . . . . . . . . 19 

Fish  Friers  . . . . . . . . . . . . 23 


MILK 

All  licenees  issued  eover  five  years  to  December,  1965. 
Samples  were  taken  regularly. 

Table  V gives  details  of  all  milk  samjdes  taken. 


TABLE  V 

MILK  SAMPLING- 

RESULTS  OF  BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION,  1964 


Designation 
under  which 
sold 

Total 
No.  of 
Samples 

Methylene 

Blue 

Test 

Phos- 

phatase 

Test 

Turbidity 

Test 

T.B. 

Pass 

Fail 

Pass 

Fail 

Pass 

Fail 

Pass 

Fail 

Pasteurised 

68 

65 

3 

66 

2 

— 

-- 

— 

— 

Sterilised  . . 

38 

— 

— 

— 

— 

38 

— 

— 

— 

Untreated  Milk 

17 

9 

8 

— 

3 

— ■ 

— 

3 

— 

TOT A I 

123 

74 

11 

66 

5 

38 

— 

3 
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Noise  Abatement  Act,  1960 

Six  enquiries  were  received  and  51  visits  and  8 revisits  were  made.  Diffi- 
culties were  resolved  by  informal  action. 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937  and  1948 


Premises 

Number 

in 

Register 

Num 

!?er  of 

Inspections 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

Factories — 

With  Mechanical  Power 

337 

119 

Nil 

Without  Mechanical  Power 

46 

50 

Nil 

Total  .... 

383 

169 

Nil 

CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 


Number  of  Defects 

Number  of 
offences  in 
respect  of 
which  Prose- 
cutions were 
Instituted 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 

Referred 
by  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  . . 

2 









Inadequate  ventilation 
Sanitary  Conveniences: 

9 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Insufficient 

6 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Unsuitable  or  defective  . . 

10 

6 

— 

2 

— 

Not  separate  for  sexes  . . 
Other  offences  against  the  Act 
(not  including  offences  re- 

4 

1 

fating  to  Outwork) 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

35 

10 

— 

2 

— 

4 Outworkers  lists  were  received  notifying  4 Outworkers. 

216  visits  and  16  revisits  were  made  to  factories  and  outworker  premises. 


OFFICES,  SHOPS  & RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 


Visits  made 
Revisits  made 
Notices  Served 


144 

13 

71 
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In  preparing  this  first  report  on  the  operation  of  the  Aet,  I would  make 
the  following  observations: — 

It  appears  that  despite  considerable  publicity  many  j)remises  have  not 
yet  been  registered,  and  that  the  persons  who  propose  to  oeeupy  new  premises 
are  not  registering  the  proposal  one  month  in  adv^anec  of  oeenpation.  Additional 
publicity  appears  to  be  necessary. 

So  far  as  the  general  inspection  of  ))remises  is  concerned,  25%  of  those 
already  registered  were  visited,  priority  being  given  to  those  where  it  was 
thought  that  dangerous  machinery  might  be  in  use.  In  all  eases  where  eon- 
traventions  were  found,  an  informal  letter  was  sent  to  the  occupiers,  drawing 
their  attention  to  the  matter.  In  many  cases,  an  acknowledgment  of  this 
letter  has  been  received,  promising  immediate  attention. 

The  contraventions  noted  related  principally  to  the  lack  of  a thermometer, 
and  to  the  failure  to  provide  first  aid  equipment.  In  one  or  two  cases  it  has 
been  found  necessary  to  draw  attention  to  lack  of  cleanliness,  to  overcrowding 
of  offices,  to  failure  to  provide  adequate  means  of  ventilation,  to  failure  to 
maintain  adequate  lighting  in  offices,  staircases  and  sanitary  accommodation, 
to  the  need  to  keep  staircases  free  of  obstruction  and  to  fence  trap  door  openings. 
In  regard  to  sanitary  conveniences  and  washing  facilities,  some  occupiers  have 
been  requested  to  make  arrangements  for  additional  accommodation  to  be 
provided  in  advance  of  the  Regulations  which  come  into  force  on  the  1st 
January,  1966. 

During  all  inspections,  particular  attention  has  been  given  to  dangerous 
machinery,  the  opportunity  being  taken  to  discuss  with  occupiers  the  pre- 
cautions necessary  to  prevent  accidents.  As  a result  of  this,  representations 
about  the  guarding  of  certain  machines  have  been  made,  and  it  is  hoped  that 
with  the  co-operation  of  H.M.  Factories  Department,  the  manufacturers  will 
design  suitable  guards.  Three  non-fatal  accidents  were  reported,  two  of  which 
were  investigated.  In  each  case,  advice  was  given  but  no  further  action  was 
considered  to  be  necessary. 
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TAHLE  A 

REGISTRATIONS  AND  GENERAL  INSPECTIONS 


(1) 

Class  of  premises 

(2) 

Number  of  premises 
registered  during 
the  year. 

(3) 

Total  number  of 
registered  premises 
at  end  of  year. 

(4) 

Number  of  registered 
premises  receiving  a 
general  inspection 
during  the  year 

Oflices 

69 

69 

19 

Retail  shops 

184 

184 

66 

Wholesale  shops, 
warehouses 

28 

28 

11 

Catering  establishments 
open  to  the  public, 
canteens . . 

118 

118 

20 

Fuel  storage  depots 

4 

4 

2 

TOTAI.S 

403 

403 

118 

TABLE  B 

NUMBER  OF  VISITS  OF  ALL  KINDS  BY  INSPECTORS  TO 
REGISTERED  PREMISES 

144  [L 


TABLE  C 

ANALYSIS  OF  PERSONS  EMPLOYED  IN  REGISTERED  PREMISES  BY 

WORKPLACE 


(1) 

Class  of  ivorkplace 


(2) 

Number  of  persons  employed 


OlTices 397 

Retail  shops  . . . . . . . . . . 798 

Wholesale  departments,  warehouses  . . . . 365 

Catering  establishments  open  to  the  public  . . 545 

Canteens . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 

Fuel  storage  depots  . . . . . . . . 10 

TOTAI.  2125 

Total  Males 993 

Total  Females  . . . . . . . . 1132 
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PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 

The  free  service  to  liouseholders  was  continued.  179  dwelling  houses  and 
102  business  premises  were  treated  for  minor  infestations. 

Full  details  of  the  work  are  reproduced  from  the  annual  return  to  the 
Ministry  of  Agrieulture,  Fisheries  and  Food. 

A treatment  of  the  Council’s  sewers  was  carried  out. 


TYPE  OF  PROPERTY 


Non- Agricultural 

Local 

Authority 

Dwelling 

Houses 

(including 

Council 

Houses) 

All 

Other 

{including 

Business 

Premises) 

Total 

Number  of  properties  in  Local  Author- 
ity’s District  . . 

9 

20,019 

2,751 

22,779 

Number  of  properties  inspected  as  a 
result  of: 

Notification 

210 

210 

Survey 

4 

6 

70 

80 

Otherwise 

— 

644 

662 

1,306 

Total  inspections  carried  out  including 
re-inspection  . . 

30 

1115 

920 

2,065 

Number  of  properties  inspected  which 
were  found  to  be  infested  by: 

Rats — Minor 

4 

144 

90 

238 

Mice — Minor 

— 

35 

12 

47 

Number  of  infested  properties  treated 
by  the  L.A. 

4 

179 

102 

285 

Total  treatments  carried  out  including 
re-treatments  . . 

25 

537 

510 

1,072 

Assistance  was  given  to  Amblecote  U.D.C.  when  requested. 


SHOPS  ACT 

Details  of  the  shop  premises  on  the  register  are  as  follows: 

Food  Shops  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 360 

Cafes  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 

Other  Shops  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 255 

Licensed  Premises  . . . . . . . . . . 171 
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PET  ANIMALS  ACT,  1951 

Number  of  licensed  premises  . . . . . . . . . . . . ^ 

18  Visits  made. 

RAG  FLOCK  AND  OTHER  FILLING  MATERIALS  ACT,  1951 

Premises  registered  under  this  Act.  . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Three  samples  taken  proved  Satisfactory.  16  visits  made. 

PETROLEUM  ACTS,  1928—1936 

Premises  licensed  . . . . . . . . . . . . 86 

Total  storage  (gallons)  . . . . . . . . . . . . 164,480 

l^ees  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £71  5s.  Od. 

5 new  tanks  with  a gallonage  of  19,700  were  satisfactorily  installed. 
Fees  received  £5  10s.  Od. 

Petroilers 

Premises  Licensed  . . . . . , . . . . 13 

Total  Storage  (Gallons)  . . . . . . . . . . 176-1 

Fees  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £3  5s.  Od. 

3 new  petroilers  with  a gallonage  of  41  were  satisfactorily  installed. 
Fees  received  15s.  Od. 

25  visits  and  159  revisits  were  made  to  filling  stations  and  petroleum  stores. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

This  section  of  the  Report  relates  to  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1965. 

Staff 


Assistant  Public  Cleansing  Inspector 

1 

Foreman 

1 

Male  Employees 

53 

Female  Employees  . . 

10 

These  are  employed  as  follows: 

Male 

Female 

Refuse  Collection 

35 

— 

Refuse  Disposal 

1 

— 

Salvage 

4 

9 

Street  Cleansing 

9 

— 

Gullies  and  Cesspools 

2 

— 

Depot,  Drains,  Public  Conveniences 
Rodent  Control  . . 

2 

1 

The  nnmber  of  working  days  lost  by  all  employees,  through  sickness  or 
injuries  was  642. 


Workmen  employed  on  street  elcansing  act  as  relief  refuse  collectors  when 
required. 

The  vehicles  available  in  the  Department  are  listed  below: 

Registration 

No.  Vehicle  Year 

SRE  742  S & D Freighter  (side  loader)  . . . . . . . . 1949 

YRF  485  S & D Fore  and  Aft  Tipper  . . . . . . . . 195.3 

258  ARF  S & D Fore  and  Aft  Tipper  . . . . . . . . 195.3 

407  PRfF  S & D Fore  and  Aft  Tipper  . . . . . . . . 1955 

*.306  TRF  S & U Fore  and  Aft  Tipper  . . . . 1958 

*DBF  64  S & D Fore  and  Aft  Tipper  (Bulk  Container  Loader)  . . 1960 

*138  DBF  S ik  D Fore  and  Aft  Tipper  (Bulk  Container  I.oader)  . . 1962 

*DRF  709B  S »fe  D Pakamatic  with  Zoller  Shutter  . . . . 1964 

*RRF  439C  S & D Pakamatic  with  Zoller  Shutter  . . . . . . 1965 

*9722  RE  S & D Gully  Cesspool  Emptier  . . . . . . . . 1960 

*401  KRE  Bedford-Lacre  Mechanical  Road  Sweeper  . . . . 1956 

*19  TRE  Bedford-Lacre  IMechanical  Road  Sweeper  . . . . 1957 

*1263  RF  Bedford-Lacre  .Mechanical  Road  Sweeper  . . . . 1960 

*9411  E Austin  (4  eu.  yd.  side  loader)  Street  Cleansing  . . 1959 

FRE  607B  Austin  Piek-up  A60  . . . . . . . . 1964 

318  JRF  ^Morris  Van  (waste  paper  collection)  . . . . . . 1956 

*940  JBF  Austin  Van  (waste  paper  collection)  . . . . . . 1962 

*941  JBF  Austin  Van  (waste  paper  collection)  . . . . . . 1962 

948  LBF  Austin  A60  Van  (Foreman)  . . . . . . . . 1963 

9701  RF  Austin  A55  Van  (Rodent  Operative,  Disinfection)  . . 1960 

* Bray  Loader  (4-wheel  drive)  (Tip)  . . . . . . 1958 

83  RRE  Austin  Omni-Van  (public  conveniences  and  bin  delivery)  1957 
387  CRF  Austin  2-ton  Lorry  . . . . . . . . . . 1954 

* Denotes  Diesel  Engine 

Refuse  Collection 

The  second  dustless  loading  vehicle  was  received,  a third  ordered  and 
provision  was  made  in  the  estimates  for  the  purehase  of  the  necessary  hinged 
lid  bins. 

Salvage  collection  was  extended  by  the  provision  of  trailers  for  use  on  all 
refuse  collection  rounds  and  a substantial  increase  in  tonnage  of  waste  paper 
despatched  to  the  mills  resulted.  Sales  ineome  helped  to  meet  the  cost  of 
increased  ineentive  bonuses  paid  to  the  men.  Saving  in  transport  costs  resulted 
from  the  withdrawal  of  one  salvage  van  made  possible  by  the  small  shops 
being  served  by  salvage  trailers. 

New  housing  estates  eontinue  to  cause  an  increase  in  the  amount  of  work 
to  be  done  although  the  amount  of  refuse  showed  only  a small  increase  in 
weight. 
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Refuse  Disposal 

All  refuse  was  reeeived  at  The  Leys  Controlled  Tip.  The  refuse  was 
levelled  and  covered  with  ashes  and  slag  available  on  the  site,  all  levelling  and 
digging  work  being  carried  out  by  a Bray  Loader.  This  machine  extracted 
100-tons  of  ferrous  metals  with  the  electro-magnet  hooked  on  to  the  bucket. 

Extra  tipping  space  was  made  available  by  selling  54,822-tons  of  slag  and 
£5,481  was  received  for  this,  a very  useful  subsidy  for  the  departmental  costs. 

Increased  paper  tonnage  necessitated  the  introduction  of  shift  work  for 
the  women  operating  the  vertical  electric  baling  presses.  Purchase  of  a large 
continuous  baling  press  will  probably  be  justified  if  the  tonnage  continues  to 
increase. 

The  statement  of  costs  provides  information  from  which  it  can  be  cal- 
culated that  house  refuse  is  collected  for  less  than  one  shilling  per  week  per 
household  including  full  maintenance  of  the  dustbin  and  disposal  of  the  refuse. 

The  total  tonnage  of  all  refuse  was — 


House  Refuse.  . 

. 

12,226 

Trade  . . 

. 

510 

12,736 

Road  Sweepings 

2,107 

14,843  Tons 

Salvage  Income 

Tons 

£ 

Paj)er 

Baled  Tins 

. . 1,059 

100 

9,155 

567 



Miscellaneous 

. . 54,822 

3 

5,481 

11 

55,984 

£15,214 
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COST  STATEMENT  TO  THE  31st  MARCH,  1965 


Collection  and  Disposal  of  House  and  Trade  Refuse  and  Salvage 


Particulars 

Collection 

Disposal 

Total 

Revenue  Account — 

Gross  Expenditure — 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Labour  . . 

27196 

3896 

31092 

Transport 

17265 

2908 

20173 

Plant,  equipment,  land  and  buildings* 

11797 

2942 

1 4739 

Other  items 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

56258 

9746 

66004 

Gross  Income  . . 

698 

15564t 

16262 

Net  Cost 

55560 

Cr.  5818 

49742 

Unit  Costs — 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

Gross  cost  per  ton — labour  only 

39  5 

5 8 

45  1 

Gross  cost  per  ton — transport  only  . . 

25  0 

4 3 

29  3 

Net  cost  per  ton* 

80  7 

Cr.  8 5 

72  2 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Net  cost  per  1,000  population* 

934 

Cr.  98 

836 

Net  cost  per  1,000  premises* 

2722 

Cr.  285 

2437 

* The  cost  of  providing  dustbins,  i.e.  £6,719  is  included  iu  Plant,  etc.,  and 
I’cprescnts  9s.  Od.  per  ton,  £113  per  1,000  population  and  £329  per  1,000 
premises  of  the  Net  Unit  Costs. 


I Tneludes  £5,481  for  sale  of  slag. 

OPERATIONAL  STATISTICS 


Area 

Population  at  30th  June,  1964  . . 

Total  refuse  collected — actual 
Weight  per  1,000  population  per  day 
Number  of  premises 
Average  haul 
Frequency  of  collection 
Kerbside  collection  (percentage  of  total  collection) 
Total  refuse  disposed  of  . . 

Method  of  disposal — controlled  tipping 
Rateable  Value 
Product  of  Id.  rate 
Rate  in  £ (Collection  and  Disposal) 


5,851  acres 
59,510 
13,795  tons 
13  cwts. 
20,409 
2 . 25  miles 
weekly 
Nil 

13,795  tons 
100% 
£2,645,020 
£10,637 
5d. 
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Street  Cleansing 

The  advent  of  open  east  mining  to  tliis  area,  together  with  the  usual 
troubles  eaused  by  vehieles  leaving  muddy  building  sites  presented  an  aeute 
problem  ol'  exeessive  mud  and  muddy  water  on  some  roads.  Various  meehanieal 
swee})ers  were  demonstrated  by  their  manufaeturers  and  it  was  deeided  to  order 
a suetion  type  maehine  with  a wide  sweep  brush  attaehment  as  being  best 
suited  to  deal  with  these  eonditions.  It  is  however  most  diseouraging  to  work- 
people to  see  their  work  undone  within  a few  hours  by  mud  dropped  from 
lorries  and  I think  that  stronger  legislative  powers  should  be  given  to  loeal 
authorities  to  eontrol  this  nuisanee. 

The  mileage  of  roads  to  be  swept  eontinued  to  increase  as  new  housing 
estates  were  eompleted. 

The  litter  problem  was  given  further  thought  and  provision  was  made  in 
the  estimates  for  a larger  pavement  litterlifting  maehine  to  be  purchased. 
The  “Hying  squad”  eontinued  to  give  attention  to  the  black  spots.  Weeds 
were  kept  under  control  principally  by  the  use  of  weed-killer  applied  by  hand 
or  sprayed  in  liquid  form. 


Details  of  the  work  of  the  vehieles  is  as  follows: 


Number 
of  Loads 

Weight 

Tons 

Working 

Days 

No.  1 Bedford  Lacre  Sweeper 

268 

483 

146 

No.  2 Bedford  Lacre  Sweeper 

340 

564 

143 

No.  3 Bedford  Lacre  Sweeper 

350 

876 

201 

Street  sweepings  moved  by  other 

958 

1923 

490 

vehicles 

268 

184 

— 

Total 

1226 

2107 

490 

Gully /Cesspool  Emptying 

The  number  of  gullies  to  be  eleansed  again  rose  but  shortage  of  drivers 
restrieted  the  work  carried  out.  Priority  was  given  to  areas  where  flooding  is 
liable  to  occur. 

The  number  of  cesspools  increased  but  sewers  planned  to  be  laid  next  vear 
shoidd  enable  some  cesspools  to  be  abolished. 

8‘2  Cesspools  necessitated  214  cleansings. 

6G7  loads  were  removed  at  a cost  of  £1,031  5s.  Id. 
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COST  STATEMENT,  1964-1965 


Street  Sweeping 

Street 

Particulors 

and  Watering 

Gully  Cleansing 

Total 

Revenue  Account — 

Gross  Expenditure — 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Labour 

4449 

341 

4790 

Transport . . 

5962 

689 

6651 

Plant,  equipment,  build- 

ing,  etc. 

118 

25 

143 

Other  items 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

10529 

1055 

11584 

Unit  Costs — 

£ 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

Net  cost  per  street  mile 

cleansed 

113 

— 

Net  cost  per  1,000  gullies 

£ 

£ 

£ 

cleansed 

— 

169 

Net  cost  per  1,000  popula- 

tion 

177 

18 

195 

OPERATIONAL  STATISTICS 


Mileage  of  streets  cleansed  . . 
Frequency  of  cleansing — 

At  least  once  daily 
Three  to  five  times  weekly 
Twice  weekly 
Once  weekly 
Less  than  once  weekly  . . 
Number  of  street  gullies  cleansed 
Number  of  gully  cleansings  . . 
Weight  of  street  and  gully  refuse 


9.‘3 


/O 

12% 

80% 

4.0/ 

^ /o 

3,310 
6,248 
2,798  tons 


Vehicle  Repairs 

Local  authority  fleets  should  set  a good  example  to  private  operators  both 
in  appearance  and  mechanical  condition.  This  is  achieved  by  regular  servicing 
and  inspection  and  by  a systematic  replacement  programme.  The  few  old 
vehicles  still  in  use  are  specialist  vehicles  retained  for  certain  types  of  work  only. 

This  programme  policy  of  the  Council  must  contribute  to  road  safety. 
It  must  be  noted,  however,  that  carelessness  on  the  part  of  some  drivers  still 
causes  unnecessary  damage  to  vehicles. 

Apart  from  major  body  repairs  and  complete  stripping  and  repainting  of 
vehicles  all  repairs  were  carried  out  by  the  staff  of  one  foreman  mechanic, 
two  experienced  mechanics,  a greaser/gcneral  assistant  and  an  apprentice. 
Full  advantage  is  of  course  taken  of  the  replacement  part  services  of  the  vehicle 
manufacturers  and  other  specialist  suppliers. 
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Buildings,  Housing  and  Maintenance  Department 


Itegisiration 

No.  Vehicle  Year 

KHF  570  Austin  152  Van  . . . . . . . . . . 1961 

EllF  188  Austin  Platform  Truck  . . . . . . . . 1961 

FBF  142  Austin  Platform  Truck  . . . . . . . . 1961 

FPF  143  Austin  Platform  Truck  . . . . . . . . 1961 

BRF612A  Austin  J-2  Van  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  1963 

VBF  75  Austin  3-ton  . . . . . . . . . . 1962 

Highways  Department 

722  FRE  Austin  2-ton  Lorry  . . . . . . . . . . 1955 

755  URE  Austin  2-ton  Lorry  . . . . . . . . . . 1958 

932  SRF  Austin  Van  . . ‘ 1957 

1779  RE  Vibrator  Roller  . . . . . . . . . . 1959 

*Traxcavator  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1960 

*380  HRF  Green  Road  Roller  . . . . . . . . . . 1955 

WRE  752  S & D Gully  Cesspool  Emptier  . . . . . . 1951 

9997  RF  Austin  5-ton  Lorry  . . . . . . . . . . 1960 

RRF  694  Austin  3-ton  Lorry  . . . . . . . . . . 1961 

196  LBF  Austin  7 Mini- Van  . . . . . . . . . . 1962 

CRE339A  Austin  A60  Van  1963 

37  WBF  Trench  Digging  Machine  . . . . . . . . 1963 

Parks  Department 

6211  E Austin  2-ton  Lorry  . . . . . . . . . . 1958 

1335  RE  Ferguson  Tractor  . . . . . . . . . . 1959 

MBF  367  Austin  152  Platform  Truck  . . . . . . . . 1961 

FBF  144  x4ustin  Platform  Truck  . . . . . . . . 1961 

496  DBF  Ferguson  Tractor  . . . . . . . . . . 1962 

816  NBF  Ferguson  Tractor  . . . . . . . . . . 1963 

87  RBF  Austin  A60  Pick-Up  . . . . . . . . . . 1963 

KRE316B  Ferguson  Tractor  . . . . . . . . . . 1964 

Farm 

*411  ARF  Ford  5-ton  Lorry  . . . . . . . . . . 1953 

*YBF  54  Ferguson  Tractor  . . . . . . . . . . 1962 

*729  TBF  Ferguson  Tractor  . . . . . . . . . . 1963 

Library 

HBF  212  Austin  7 Minivan  . . . . . . . . . . 1960 

Cars 

MXO  586  Humber  Pullman  (Chairman)  . . . . . . 1952 

170  GBF  Morris  Oxford  (Farm  Manager)  . . . . . . 1962 

FREOOOB  Austin  A40  V'^an  (Housing  Welfare) . . . . . . 1964 


Denotes  Diesel  Engines 
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Plant 

4.  Concrete  .Mixers 

1 Mortar  Mixer 

2 Compressors 

1 Litta  Snatcher 


.‘hi  Motor  Mowers 
2 Allan  Motor  Seythes 
1 Lister  Stationary  Knyine 
1 Water  Pnnip 
1 Weed  Sprayinjf  Machine 
1 Steam  Cleaner 


OTHER  SERVICES 

Pail  Closets 

There  are  26  pail  elosets — these  are  emptied  weekly.  The  number  is  bein^r- 
progressively  reduced  as  the  older  houses  where  they  arc  used  are  demolished. 

Ashpits 

The  owner  of  the  house  where  the  last  privy  was  in  use  agreed  to  aceejit 
an  improvement  grant  towards  the  cost  of  installing  a bathroom  with  internal 
water  eloset. 


Public  Conveniences 


The  following  eonvenienees  are  cleansed  daily 


Round  Oak,  Brierley  Hill 

Male 

Hill  Street,  Brierley^  Hill  . . 

Male 

Church  Street,  Brierley  Hill 

Male 

Cottage  Street,  Brierley  Hill 

Male 

High  Street.  Quarry  Bank 

Male 

High  Street,  Brockmoor  . . 

Male 

The  Coppice,  High  Street.  Pensnett 

Male 

High  Sti’eet,  Pensnett 

Male 

High  Street.  Kingswinford 

Male 

Enville  Road,  Wallheath  . . 

Male 

Lawnswood  Road,  Wordsley 

Male 

High  Street,  Wordsley 

Male 

Civic  Buildings,  Car  Park.  Brierley  Hill 

Male 

and  Female 
and  Female 
and  Female 
and  Female 
and  Female 
and  Female 
and  Female 
and  h'emale 
and  Female 
and  Female 

and  Female 


With  so  many  unattended  eonvenienees  it  is  dillicult  to  maintain  satis- 
factory standards,  particularly  when  fittings  arc  subjected  to  fref^uent  damage  by 
vandalism.  It  is  diffieult  to  explain  this  state  of  affairs  to  some  members  of  the 
public  who  can  only  see  the  conditions  and  not  the  causes  and  who  apparently 
know  nothing  of  the  frustrations  caused  by  shortage  of  men  to  carry  out  repairs 
promptly. 

C.  H.  CR.VWFORD. 


Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
anrl  ('teansing  S^iperiniendent. 


HERALD  PRESS 
PRIORY  STREET 
DUDLEY 


